
 

  

I f you have been down to the skate  park, tennis 

courts and playground during the school holidays, 

you might have noticed some activity around the toi-

let block in the Mapua Domain! 

After 12 weeks of work, on trestles in our garage, 

with people who made 119 appearances over 22 ses-

sions (including a willing builder who donated his 

time), we have covered a wall 5.4 x 2 metres in size 

with 14 rectangular boards (our base), and countless 

pieces of tile and china (which just means no one has 

counted them yet).  We have been supported by vari-

ous businesses in town who gave us discounts, two 

for the price of one deals, and access to stock at cost.  

These include Ardex New Zealand, Tiles Plus, Mitre 

10, Placemakers and Tile Direct.  Ian Twin of Twin 

Residential has been an absolute star in his calm 

problem-solving and practical support.  Eric the tiler 

in Toru Street has offered advice and lent us tools.  

Geoff Read of Alternative Energy has lent us his tile 

cutterðfor more than a year!   

Locals donated materials like tiles and precious 

china bits to be incorporated into the design.  

(Margaret Cotter, come and find the remnants of that 

favourite mug!!)  Oh, and these facts and figures don't 

include the making of the apples, which involved two 

potters, Maureen Ryan's kiln and wonderful studio 

space, and around 10 children as young as three.  We 

had fabulous participation by a huge range of ages, 

including some very enthusiastic Year Eights from 

Mapua School, toddlers who painted the apples, kids 

here on holiday visiting families, members of the 

Mapua Women's Activity Group, a couple of fantastic 

women I met down at the Golden Bear, people who 

have recently retired to the area, and working mums 

who could come only in the evenings. 

You may wonder why we've started on the back 

wall.  There were a couple of reasonsðone being that 

we were feeling our way, and wanted to end up hav-

ing perfected our processes with the wall that was 

most visible.  Also, this first design was developed 

without much input from the community as there was 

little response in the early stages of the process, and 

we hope that with one wall up, more people will be 

aware of the project and come forward with sugges-

tions.  We hope you like our nod to our dwindling 

apples orchards!  Bring your children to learn to 

count using our trees, apples and pukekos.  It's also a 

great feeling to know we have covered the biggest 

wallðthe rest should be easier!! 

O ne of the big challenges we faced was the range 

of materials we tried to incorporate in the first 

wall.  Many of our donated tiles were thick and 

heavy, which made shaping them difficult, as they 

were very hard to cut.  The different thicknesses also 

made grouting a challenge, particularly as we wanted 

to be sure to cover the sharp edges.  Grouting was a 

mammoth seven-hour job, involving three people for 

most of the day (thank you Jan and John), with two 

more wonderful men who joined in because they 

were in the area, for a couple of hours in the after-

noon. They made it possible for us to finish.  So, 

when we plan our next wall, we may decide that the 

very thick tiles are just too hard to work with, in 

which case we will probably need to buy most of our 

materials. 

When designing for mosaics, the big thing to re-

member is that you're working with very hard materi-

als which are not that easy to shape, so designs that 

have broad sweeps of colour rather than very intricate 

details, are easier to do.  If we were Italian mosaic 

artists working with Venetian smalti, we might suc-

cessfully execute a rendition of a classical painting, 

using minute pieces of glowing glass as our palette.  

But to make things achievable for a broad self-

selected group from our community, using fairly ba-

sic materials, we need to aim for a fairly simple de-

sign with sweeping shapes that can be formed from 
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Changing Times 
The masthead for the Coastal News has changed once 

again. Many people liked the original one drawn by Mer-
lene Earlam and Pat Perry, so we have come up with one 
again incorporating Hamish the heron, boats, the sea and 
estuary vegetation. Our thanks go to Ray Bolderson, a 
Mapua graphic artist, for the latest design. 

And by next month we hope to be able to announce 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛπ
ŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ άƭƻǎǘέ ƛǘ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪΣ 
but we hope to have it up and running again before long. 

The Editors   

Progress on Mapua Mosaic Project 
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little squares or rectangles of tiles.  The basic cut is 

made with a tile cutter that breaks a tile into straight-

edged rectangles.  Smaller shapes can be made with 

tile nippers, but achieving, for example, a circle or a 

curved edge, is pretty hard to do, and very wasteful of 

materials too.   

I like the possibilities of creating two-dimensional 

shapes out of clay, which can be painted and glazed, 

and which can be quite detailed and also quite recog-

nizable, like the apples on our first wall.  I think this 

method has a lot of potential for add-

ing recognizable details to a design, 

and can involve quite young children 

in the painting process. 

    Another big challenge was sourc-

ing materials that could cope with 

being outside.  I had a number of 

technical discussions with the Hardie 

help line, Ardex New Zealand, Rese-

nes, and various trades people, to find 

out the best combination of products 

for our conditions.  I hope I've made 

the right decisions; time will tell.  You will be 

pleased to know that the final coating is an anti-

graffiti sealant that gives the grout some protection 

against harsh cleaning chemicals. 

If you like what you see and don't want to miss out 

on the next phase, please drop off your name and 

contact details in my letter box (12 Iwa Street), or 

leave it at the Four Square (PO Box 14), or email me: 

bridgetcastle@xtra.co.nz.  I prefer to keep in touch 

via email, in order to limit the time it takes to coordi-

nate everyone.  Please print legibly, and give me your 

name, phone number, email address and (if you are a 

child) your age.  Experience suggests that people 

need to be at least 12 or 13 years old before they have 

the strength to deal with nipping the tiles, and the pa-

tience to work out where to place them. 

We are already starting to think about what to do 

on the next walls.  People who chatted to us while we 

were grouting said they'd like to see things that link 

with the Mapua environment, especially the wharf, 

and also with the location of the buildingðnear the 

skate park, playground and sports field.  It was en-

couraging to hear all the positive comments from kids 

and adults, locals and visitors, who walked past while 

we were busy at the wall.  If you feel you have design 

skills that you could contribute to the next phase, 

please get in touch. 

There are so many ways in which you could join 

inðwith practical suggestions, design ideas, by hunt-

ing for materials, by helping to cut tiles before we 

begin the next building sessions, by coming along to 

the working sessions and by helping when we get the 

new boards onto the wallsðwhich is a two or three-

day process of fixing, grouting and sealing.  We ex-

pect, from experience, that it will take us about six 

months of planning and preparation before we are 

ready for the really fun part which is the mosaicing.  

We need people who can hang in for the long haul. 

You don't have to feel particularly creative or ar-

tistic, as there is plenty of support at the mosaicing 

sessions.  Some people came for just one session to 

have a go, while others joined in once a week and 

saw the process from start to finish.  All tools are pro-

vided, but you do need a pair of snug-fitting rubber 

gloves (those colourful gardening gloves they sell at 

Mitre 10 are perfect).  Tiles are sharp and mosaic 

pieces can cut you easily.   Our working sessions, 

once we start mosaicing again, are likely to continue 

to be held on Monday afternoons, most Saturday af-

ternoons and Thursday evenings.  But there will be a 

break while we prepare the ground work of design, 

board preparation and tile cutting. 

Our first tasks are to gather and prepare more ma-

terials, develop the designs and apply for some fund-

ing.  We were very fortunate to be given grants by the 

Mapua Community Trust and by Creative Communi-

ties NZ through the TDC, for the first wall, and some 

of the materials were paid for by generous Mapua 

residents. 

Here is a picture of the partially completed wall, 

and I don't think I'll be spoiling the surprise of seeing 

it for the first time, as this picture will be in black and 

white, and the design is partially covered in grout!  

Get down to the building and take a look for yourself 

- and then please make sure I get your name and con-

tact details if you would like to be involved in some 

way in the future. 

I would like to pass on a huge THANK YOU to 

everyone who has taken part in this wall. Your enthu-

siasm has carried the project, and you have been great 

to work with. 

Bridget Castle 

. 
 

 

 

 

 

Supported with grants from Creative Communities NZ 

and  the Mapua/Ruby Bay Community Trust. 
The back wall of the Mapua Domain toilet block,  

partially grouted, as at 14 July, 2014. 

Mosaic is 
the art of cre-
ating images 
by assem-
bling small 
pieces of 
coloured 
glass, stone, 
or other  
materials. ð
Wikipedia  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass


 

3 

  Mapua Library  
Holiday Programme 

Joyce, ably assisted by husband Richard and a team 

of library volunteers, co-ordinated a wonderful chil-

drenôs holiday programme for week two of the school 

holidays. There were three age-related sessions incor-

porating stories, a quiz and mask-making.  

New Committee: We are pleased to welcome several 

new members to the committee. Our committee is: 

Chairman, Lynley Worsley; vice-chairman, Anne 

Thompson; secretary, Colleen Irwin; treasurer, Ruth 

OôNeill; committee, Penny Brown, Joyce Bullock, 

Averil Leydon, Vicki Stocker and Denise Walker. 

Movie Night:  Thanks to all that supported the Movie 

Night fund-raiser: State Motueka, Blackenbrook 

Wines, those buying tickets and/or donating raffle 

prizes. Janine and Jacqui co-ordinated another great 

event and $965 was raised, as well as a lovely eve-

ning had by those attending. Congratulations to raffle 

winners ï drawn on the night. 

Upcoming Events: 

Caregivers and Preschoolersô Storytime. This will 

run on Thursdays at 10am from 7 August. All care-

givers with pre-schoolers are welcome. 

Literary Festival 2015. Advance Notice: The Lit 

Fest team has set a date, so pencil your diaries for 

Friday 27, Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 March 2015. 

Lynley Worsley 

 
Library Hours  (closed statutory holidays) 

Monday  2-4.30pm 

Tuesday 2-4.30pm 

Wednesday 2-6.30pm 

Thursday 10am-12.30pm; 2-4.30pm 

Friday  2-4.30pm 

Saturday 2-4.30pm 

 

mapualibrary@xtra.co.nz 

 www.mapuacommunitylibrary.co.nz 

Major sponsors: Canterbury Community Trust,  

Hot News from the Library 
The whispers are trueðthe volunteers at the library are in 

action again planning and organising their third three-day 

Literary Festival.   

A few months to go but book the dates in your diaries 

so that you donôt miss out on the funðFriday 27, Satur-

day 28 and Sunday 29 March 2015. 

The launch will be a quiz on Friday evening, Saturday 

will be all about writing workshops, songs and music, and 

Sunday will see the Community Hall transformed into a 

crime scene with four guest speakers to entertain us. 

We welcome the return of Joe Bennett as patron, quiz-

master, leader of the adult workshop and MC in Who 

Dunnit Hall! 

Early enquiries are welcome. Please contact Sue at 

s1ad2as3@xtra.co.nz or telephone 03 540-2934. 

Swimming in the Dark by Paddy Richardson. Reviewed by 

Joyce Bullock. This book is available in the Mapua Com-

munity Library. 

 

Paddy Richardson is  an able New Zealand  author who has 

intertwined characters from two very  different  cultures 

into one story. The story is set in Alexandra, New Zealand, 

where the life of  a   young local woman  from a dysfunc-

tional family and two women who grew up during a very 

dark period in Germanyôs history are unexpectedly drawn 

together..  

Serena in Alexandra has been groomed and abused by a 

sexual predator of some standing in the community. This 

abuse during Serena's teenage years culminates in a preg-

nancy. Ilse, a teacher at the local  secondary school,  had  a 

special affection for Serena but her student has withdrawn  

from   her social contacts and appears to have lost interest 

in herself and her education. But one summer's evening 

while swimming in the local river Ilse  finds Serena on the 

river bank  about to give birth. 

A dilemma  unfolds. Ilse Klen and her German mother 

have remained aloof  from local folk since emigrating to 

New Zealand. Their life in Germany is later revealed and 

the reader recognises why Isle and her mother are reluctant 

to shelter and support Serena. Brutality and corruption are 

facing these two  older women again. The three main char-

acters all find the strength and courage  to fight for their 

belief in  justice. A mesmerizing tale unfolds. 

This is a well crafted story with a clever plot and a very 

believable group  of characters set in a town that many 

readers will be able to relate to.  

The story moves at a fast pace and I was loathe to put it 

down until the satisfying conclusion was reached.  I plan to 

read more of Paddy Richardson's stories. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Apology 
We regret that Joyce Bullockôs review of Beauty From 

the Inside Out by Libby Weaver in the June issue of the 

Coastal News (page 3) omitted the last two paragraphs. 

Joyce highly commended the book and concluded by say-

ing: 

ñThis is an in-depth but easy-to-follow book suitable 

to read from start to finish or to pick up and choose chap-

ters of particular interest. One reviewer  online believed 

that in her opinion it should be the new beauty bible for 

women everywhere.  

ñYou will be left in no doubt that this lady wants you 

to discover how to get the most out of the only body you 

have!ò 
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W e are delighted to welcome Vicky Shelling to 

our team. Vicky is a registered nurse and has 

come to us from the Nelson Marlborough DHB where 

she worked as a staff nurse in ICCU and also as a 

flight nurse. Vicky will be working regularly Monday 

to Wednesday.  

We would also like to welcome Dr Rhys John, a 

second-year house surgeon, to the practice for the 

next three months. During his time with us he will be 

consulting patients under the supervision of our doc-

tors.  This is a great opportunity for house surgeons to 

obtain a greater understanding of primary healthcare 

in a semi-rural community. 

An increasing number of people are presenting 

with a nasty flu-like illness.  The hospital has re-

minded us that the elderly and those with pre-existing 

lung conditions are at greatest risk of severe disease, 

although there have been several confirmed case of 

the H1N1 Influenza infection in young people includ-

ing one patient who required prolonged mechanical 

ventilation.   Mild symptoms of flu can be treated at 

home with rest, fluids and paracetamol if needed. If 

there are worsening symptoms, such as a persistent 

high fever, shortness of breath and racing pulse, then 

urgent medical attention should be sought in case of 

pneumonia.   

As this month celebrates heart awareness week 

here are a few insights from the latest research on 

what helps our tickers.  It looks as though weight loss 

at any age for overweight adultsðeven if it is not 

maintainedðis worthwhile because it may confer 

long-term cardiovascular health benefits, according to 

a 60-year epidemiological study (Lancet Diabetes 

Endocrinol May 21, 2014).  And it's important not to 

get too worked up as a recent study has shown that in 

the two hours after intense road rage or another type 

of angry outburst, a person has a nearly fourfold in-

creased risk of stroke and a nearly fivefold increased 

risk of MI (Eur Heart J 2014).   

You may be pleased to know that if you have 

problems with the arteries to your legs, eating the 

equivalent of a small bar of dark, but not milk, choco-

late allows you to walk further without stopping be-

cause of pain, according to Italian research (J Am 

Heart Assoc 2014). Add to this a Mediterranean diet 

supplemented with extra-virgin olive oil or nuts and a 

Spanish study suggests you should be able to reduce 

the incidence of major cardiovascular events (N Engl 

J Med 2013).   

 Mapua Health Centre  
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 Out and About with Hugh  

T his column is about whatôs going on in our Mapua Village and other local affairs of general 

interest. And, about wordsðtheir meaning and origin 

(Iôm a logophile). Dare I say it? Whatever catches my 

attention or my ear, comings and goings as it were. In 

other words, to ñtalk of many things.ò   

ñThe time has Come,ò the Walrus said, ñTo talk of 

many things: Of shoes and ships and sealing-wax, of 

cabbages and kings, and why the sea is boiling hot, 

and whether pigs have wings.ò Some of you may re-

call those lines as a part of Lewis Carrollôs long 18-

stanza poem,  The Walrus and The Carpenter, as a 

part of his book, the classic Aliceôs Adventures in 

Wonderland.   

Lewis Carroll was the pen name for Charles Lut-

widge Dodgson, born in 1832 in Cheshire, England. 

He was the third child and oldest son of the 11 chil-

dren of the Reverend Charles Dodgson and Francis 

Jane Lutwidge. He was shy, but enjoyed creating sto-

ries and games, entertaining both himself and his sib-

lings. At school he excelled in mathematics, winning 

many academic prizes. In 1851 he matriculated at 

Christ College in Oxford. He remained there for 47 

years, becoming a lecturer in mathematics and 

achieving a lifetime fellowship and residency. Not 

only was he a notable poet and author, he was an out-

standing amateur photographer. 

Carroll loved children, particularly little girls, a 

point of disturbed but dubious speculation over the 

years. But, no wonder, having often been left in 

charge of his seven younger sisters. He suffered from 

a bad stammer which mysteriously vanished when he 

was speaking with children.  

He wrote Alice for 10-year-old Alice Liddell,  the 

daughter of Henry Liddell, a close friend and Dean of 

Christ College, after an afternoon of ad lib story-

telling to her and others. He did so, completing it in 

1863. He expanded the original 18,000-word manu-

script to 35,000 words. The famous illustrator, John 

Tenniel, agreed to draw the illustrations. He searched 

for a publisher, all the while agonising over the 

ñperfect title.ò Oxford Universityôs publisher Mac-

millan took it on and Alice was released in 1865. It 

was an immediate success. About 180,000 copies 

were sold in England by the time of Dodsonôs  death 

in 1898. By 1911 almost 700,000 copies were in 

print. The original copyright expired in 1907 and it 

has since been translated into every major language, 

becoming a perennial best seller ranking with the 

works of Shakespeare and the Bible in popular de-

mand. (My acknowledgements and thanks to Google, 

Wikipedia and CliffsNotes for much of the above). 

The Tap: Closed down but not finished. The ñTap 

Ale House,ò the village pub, has been closed. It has 

become a bit of an icon of Mapua. A distinct shock, 

particularly to the ñOld Boysô ò Friday afternoon get-

together (aka the OF Club) 

 Starting off as the Inlet Restaurant in the 1980s; 

the vision of Bill and Karen Hamlen-Williams, it has, 

over the years, been subject to several name changes 

and the vagaries of fortune until last month finally 

succumbing to the fatal damage of poor management. 

Hopefully, a new lessee will come on the scene and 

out of the ñnotional ashesò of the Tap, our  ñpubò will 

arise and again be in business. Meanwhile the owners 

are cleaning up and fixing up while the regulars 

watch and wait.  

Hall AGM:  The Mapua Community Hall Com-

pany AGM was well attended. A new committee was 

elected for 2014/15. Our sincere thanks to the outgo-

ing officers for a very difficult job well done and set-

ting our new hall on its way. Coming up: the first-

year Anniversary Ball. The Nelson Big Band and a 

fun knees-up evening. Tickets at Perrys Auto or For-

est Fusion at the port. Be there! 

Dominion Flats: An inspiring front page story in 

last monthôs Coastal News.  Iôll repeat what I said last 

month, ñProceeding exponentially.ò We went down 

for morning tea with staff members from Crombie 

Lockwood, one of Nelsonôs insurance agencies. En-

thusiastic volunteers who wanted to help a worthy 

cause and enjoying a day out of the office. Two more 

grants of funds for the project last month from World 

Wildlife Foundation and the J S Watson Trust.   

Hugh Gordon 

Horses and riders at Mapuaôs Anzac service 
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T he Mapua and District Community Association 

Incorporated is a group of people who meet once 

a month in the Mapua Hall (Bill Marris Room) at 

7pm on the 2nd Monday of the month.  Everyone is 

welcome ï newcomers, old-timers and all those in 

between. 

We receive a grant from the TDC for running ex-

penses which covers most of our needs although at 

present the restoration project at Dominion Flats is 

requiring us to search more widely for funds. 

The Community Association forms a great link 

between the TDC and the local community and our 

three councillors, Brian Ensor, Tim King and Trevor 

Norriss, attend almost all our monthly meetings. This 

means  we can often get immediate answers to our 

queries  or they are taken back to Richmond to be 

followed up.  

All sorts of local issues are brought forward with 

discussions on roads/traffic/speeds, footpaths/

walkways/cycleways, parks and reserves, streams and 

waterways, beaches and beachfronts, lighting, shops 

and amenities to name a few. 

Broader issues are also discussed and we try to 

submit as a community voice to TDC  on planning 

issues and other topics  when appropriate. 

 Each meeting starts with a public forum when 

anyone, whether a member or not, can speak for two 

minutes about a topic which is concerning, or pleas-

ing, them. We try not to have a discussion at the time 

but will allow time in general business for further 

discussion if it is deemed necessary. It is a friendly 

atmosphere where we hope everyone feels their con-

tribution is respected. Anyone may attend and speak, 

and we encourage this, although to be able to vote 

needs an annual membership fee of only $5. 

We would love to see you, particularly at our Au-

gust meeting when we will have drinks and nibbles to 

celebrate another year of living in our wonderful 

community, and we elect a new committee to take us 

forward into the next 12 months. We welcome any-

one who would like to join the committee. It involves 

a short executive meeting the week before each 

monthly meeting, both of which start at 7pm and are 

finished by 9pm or before. New blood means new 

ideas and enthusiasm and supports existing commit-

tee members who may be willing to stand again.   

Hope to see you at 7pm at the Mapua Hall on 

Monday 11 Augustðto join as a member, to join the 

committee, or just to celebrate with us. You will be 

warmly welcomed. 

Helen Bibby, chair, Mapua & Districts  

Community Association 

Community Association Worth Joining  
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Somerset Farm Settlersô Cottage  

T imes were hard for farm labourers during the 

time of Queen Victoria's reign when George and 

Cornelia Harvey decided to seek a better life for their 

family. They left Kingsbury Episcopi, a small village 

in Somersetshire, for London and sailed on the 

barque Cresswell, arriving in Nelson on 6 October, 

1856, after a journey of 104 days.  

At first they settled in Appleby on Charles and 

Ann Bestôs farm. [Ann and Cornelia were sisters]. 

They worked there for three years and during this 

time saved to build their house on their Crown Grant 

section at Moutere. Charles and Ann were very suc-

cessful farmers who had arrived in Nelson in 1842 

and had worked for two years for the New Zealand 

Company and managed to save enough to buy a 50-

acre block on Lansdowne Road.  

When the restoration of the Harvey cottage began 

wheat straw as golden as the day it harvested was 

found mixed into the cob walls. This, along with 

large river stones found under the walls, would have 

come from the Best farm. 

The Harvey family had four children when they 

moved to the house and five more were born there. 

George found work putting in new roads and culverts. 

One tender he was awarded was 'cutting down the hill 

to the Waimeas. 

To this day a forestry area at the top of the 

Moutere Hill is known as Cut Hill. 

The cottage is made from clay dug out on site. 

Small stones were left in the mix along with native 

grasses and straw. Water and cow manure were added 

to bind the mixture and all this was blended together 

by using bullocks walking in a circle driving a mixer. 

Each day a half-metre of all walls would have been 

built and this was left to dry overnight and then 

trimmed. 

Once the walls reached window height the win-

dows were set in place and the construction resumed. 

Cordt and Fred Bensemann helped in its construction, 

which was finished in the summer of 1858-59. 

Originally the cottage had two rooms with the attic 

floor above for the childrenôs bedrooms. The roof 

was thatched until 1885 when an iron roof was put 

on. During this time George and Cornelia built a two-

storey home further down the valley and their third 

son, James, and his wife Mary Ann moved into the 

cottage. They had another small room added and dur-

ing the restoration the trustees built the trap shed 

which had long gone.  

The cottage remained in the Harvey family until 

19l0 when along with several hundred acres of land 

was sold to E C Bensemann. It was Mr Bensemann 

who named the district Mahana after discussing the 

Maori name for 'warm' with Mr Paaka of Motueka. 

The Bensemann family had found the house to be 

very warm in winter owing to the thick earth walls.  

The Bensemanns became widely respected in the 

fruit industry and invented machinery for the grading 

and packing of apples and pears. The first Bensemann 

fruit sizer was made from timber taken from the up-

stairs flooring of the cottage early in the 1920s. 

For forty years the house was home to road and 

orchard workers and their families. The last family 

moved out in 1951 and the building gradually fell 

into disrepair.  

Restoration began in 1989 and the cottage is now 

furnished with many items from the original family 

members. The building is managed by a Trust and is 

registered with the Historic Places Trust and is on the 

Top of the South Heritage Trail. Visitors are wel-

come. 

Eileen Harvey-Thawley 

The cottage during renovation work (above) and  
after renovation (below). 
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When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds. 
 
A bicycle canôt stand alone; it is too tired. 

 

A Technology Audit, A New World 
 

T he staff and teachers at Mapua School are audit-

ing the existing technology hardware and sup-

port equipment available for use by students, teachers 

and staff.  They are evaluating each piece of equip-

ment and programme tool in use in and out of the 

classroom.   

A typical audit registers the number of units, type, 

age, location and person responsible for each piece of 

equipment.  But this isnôt a typical audit.  Yes, the 

accounting component is there, but the real audit tak-

ing place is the evaluation of the educational needs of 

each age group and how technology can enhance the 

learning taking place.  The project team is consider-

ing the physical and cognitive capabilities of the chil-

dren in conjunction with the targeted learning out-

comes for each syndicate.     

The focus of their audit is based on six areas: 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Communication and Collaboration 

 Research and Information Fluency 

 Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving and  

 Decision-Making 

 Digital Citizenship 

 Technology Operations and Concepts 

As you can imagine, there is a lot to think about 

when you bring digital tools and hardware into the 

classroom. Our teachers are considering how they 

will merge existing resources and lesson plans and if 

these changes will improve the learning opportunities 

and outcomes for the students in their care.  Will 

there be additional time required to teach each student 

how to use the tool and if so what will the benefits or 

drawbacks be?  Once incorporated into classroom 

learning, can students share their work with family 

and friends in a safe closed environment?  How will 

the teacherôs planning be affected? Will their pro-

jects, lessons and activities be, aligned to and result 

in, improving each childôs capabilities? 

As someone who typed my thesis on an electronic 

typewriter, I think it is exciting that our young people 

have the resources to explore and bring the world 

closer. The impact of access to a variety of ideas, 

opinions and discussions opens their world dramati-

cally. Learning how to present ideas, share writing 

and presentations, even discuss and debate an issue 

with a class from another part of the world is some-

thing I could never have dreamt about.   

Our teachers arenôt dreaming, theyôre doing and 

they are continually creating classrooms where learn-

ing is exciting, eye-opening and collaborative. Most 

importantly, they are developing skills our children 

will need to be successful today and in the future.   

I look forward to seeing the results of this audit. 

Lisa Dunn, Trustee 

 Mapua School 
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  Under The Bonnet with Fred  
Murray & Maryôs Model A Adventure 

Pictured below: Murray & Mary Garner (left)
and friends Marie & Brian Hammond. 

M urray was invited by friends to the art deco 

weekend in Napier and drive their 1930 Ford 

Model A  Phaeton to Napier and  take part in the Art 

Deco celebrations. Murray did have the Model A ser-

viced by getting a reconditioned motor and some 

gearbox oil. 

Murrayôs  Model A is a 1930 four-door soft top 

Phaeton model,  painted a nice soft brown and the all-

leather upholstery very nicely restored.  The car does 

have a history but as it was restored and assembled by 

a Wakefield  Model A enthusiast from many cars, we 

canôt really nail it down to any heritage. 

The engine is a 3.3-litre (200.5 cubic inch) flat 

head four-cylinder 45hp side valve, with an up-

draught carburettor, which can cause the problem of 

draining the fuel tank if you donôt turn the petrol off.  

I note from the specification that it has a 4.1: 1 com-

pression ration which should make an easy to push-

start.  

The electrical current to the motor is supplied by a 

generator rather than an alternator which can be hard 

on batteries, especially when the brake pedal got 

stuck down and the brake light stayed on all night.   

Getting into the front seat is a bit of a struggle but 

you are rewarded with good leg room. The dash has a 

small cluster of gauges, barrel speedo, charge gauge 

and fuel gauge but Murray says the one to watch is 

the amp meter as the engine spark is dependent on the 

battery.   

It has a three-speed crash gear box. For those of 

you too young to know what that means, itôs a three-

speed gearbox without synchromesh (self-meshing) 

gears and requires releasing the clutch in neutral be-

fore selecting the next gear. Once you have crashed 

the gears a few times you get the hang of it. 

Compare this starting procedure with your modern 

car: Petrol on, choke on, adjust the spark with 

a lever on the steering column, key on, and 

press the starter on the floor. But I will say 

Murray went through this routine in a flash 

and the Model A started in seconds.  

The tyres are 475/500 x 19. Talking about 

tyres, while in Napier the Model A got a flat 

tyre and after changing the tyre they found the 

next morning the tyre was flat again. Murray 

removed the tyre and found the valve stem was 

leaking but none of the tyre shops had a 

475/500 x 19 tube. One of the other Model A 

enthusiasts  gave him a tube so they could get 

home but alas it had  a slow leak and had to be 

blown up every few hours on the journey. 

 Going for a ride in the Model A with the 

open sides was windy but there was a sense of 

security as the vehicle is wide. A nice relaxing 

chug chug noise from the motor and rattling of 

all the body panels gave a true experience of motor-

ing along what is now Aporo Road in 1930.  Remem-

ber Aporo Road would have been gravel those days 

so reaching the top speed of 45mph would likely be a 

challenge but there was fewer cars around. 

Murray and Mary met friends Marie and Brian in 

Napier and they were all in costume with 1920s hats 

and the ladies with red lipstick. The event was a pa-

rade of cars and people picnicking along Marine Pa-

rade which also spilt over to the evening dinners. It 

was also a celebration of the 1931 Napier earthquake. 

My father was from Hastings and worked in a ga-

rage in Napier during the Depression for no wages to 

learn his trade. He was in the garage service pit when 

the earthquake hit but could not get out as the cars 

over the service pit were crashing together. There was 

a lull and he got himself out and was running out to 

the street and he looked back and saw the brick wall 

collapse, killing the garage office girl. When the 

council of the day decided to rebuild Napier they sent 

experts to Florida USA to look for modern design of 

the day, so the Art Deco architecture was adopted for 

Napier. 

Murrayôs interest in Model Aôs might come from 

his past as he told me  that as a young man he and 

some mates raced old Model Aôs with only the 

driverôs seat left on the chassis  down the beach at 

Kina. I like stories like this as they are about people 

where the car has the made the adventure. 

 Rule 1: when you own a Model A, always slam 

the door. 

 Rule 2: There is nothing like an oogah horn. 

Fred Cassin 
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Fire Brigade 
June 14 ï July 14 call-outs 

 

June 25: Tanker to a house fire near Wakefield. 

Turned back. 

                 Flooding in Aranui Road, no action 

taken. Water not entering buildings. 

July 7:  House fire in Motueka, four members 

with breathing apparatus  assisting  Motueka Fire 

Brigade. 

26 calls this year.  

                                                                                                                                          

Safety Tip ï keep objects at least one metre away 

from fireplaces and heaters. Clear ice from car 

windows before driving 

 

Visit us at http:// www.mapuafire.org or Google 

Mapua Fire. 

 

We have a new member in the brigade; Paul 

Tranter has transferred from Upper Moutere.  Paul is 

an RFF (recruit fire-fighter) which means he cannot 

go near fires until he has completed his recruit 

course in November, along with Rick Martin. 
 

K inky wears orange shoelaces. And sometimes 

purple shirts with long, floppy sleeves. 

He likes to sharpen kitchen knives when nobody is 

looking. And likes to look at websites where they 

show you what to do with a sharp kitchen knife, like 

using it to clean under your fingernails. Or maybe cut 

off a lock of hair thatôs tickling your nose when you 

bend down to look at your orange shoelaces.  

Kinky shared a bed for 

eight years with Blame. 

Her voice was grey 

from telling him he was 

stupid and ridiculous. 

Because of this, he al-

ways felt wrong and 

worked really, really 

hard to prove himself 

worthy of her attention. She kept a pharmacistôs scale 

on the corner of her desk in the office that he was not 

allowed to share because, after all, she made all the 

decisions. Blame was very good at measuring emo-

tions and accurately calculated who had suffered 

more than whom. No one doubted that she was very 

clever. 

Initially Kinky trusted Blame because her words 

seemed clear and logical. But they argued a lot. 

About a lot of silly things. Like how to keep the herbs 

in alphabetical order in the kitchen drawer. He simply 

assumed that hers was the more valid point of view 

because, after all, Kinky was always wrong. Impor-

tantly, Blame wouldnôt have sex with him unless he 

conceded that she was right. Then she would let him 

drag her to their oversized bed where they committed 

all kinds of dark, unmentionable acts.  

She was happy to sleep on the wet spot because he 

needed her so very much. Blame didnôt mindðshe 

liked to be needed. It made her feel darkly powerful.  

Kinky kicked her out when he met Imagination.  

ñI want to marry Imagination,ò he declared loudly 

when we had dinner together last week. ñWhen she 

dances, she writes love letters on the earth with her 

feet, and when she sleeps she makes my dreams come 

true.ò 

ñOh? Youôre lucky!ò I retorted, picking up a knife 

to cut the pizza.  

ñStop! Dull knives are dangerous! If you cut your-

self, the wound will fester and take longer to heal. 

Much better to cut yourself with a sharp knife.ò 

I promised to eat only with my fork. ñTell me 

about Imagination.ò 

ñAhhéImagination is terribly smartéshe taught 

herself magic tricks and somehow takes the sadness 

from everybody every day and juggles the words until 

suddenlyïwonderfullyïthereôs a new story to be 

told.ò 

ñHas she told your story?ò I ask Kinky. 

ñNo, and thatôs the single most annoying thing 

about her. She says that I need to learn how to juggle 

the words myself. Itôs my challenge, she says, insist-

ing that sheôs not going to mop up my emotional 

mess.ò 

ñWhatever does she mean?ò  

ñI donôt know!ò There was an unmistakable whine 

in his voice. ñImagination drew me a triangle and 

tried to make me understand but I wonôt. I refuse! 

Why should I?ò 

Kinky bends down and viciously tugs at his or-

ange shoelaces, tying them even more tightly while 

breathing heavilyéand stumbles to the kitchen to 

sharpen a knife. 

Kinky 
By Ruth Sullivan 
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H ave you wondered what we do?  We have fun 

sharing ideas and learning new things. Some of 

you may have heard of us with our previous name of 

Mapua Woolgatherers. 

This has been changed as we do not work only 

with wool.  We are a group of very keen  people 

working with fibre in one form or another: wool, silk, 

alpaca, and other natural or manufactured fibres. 

These fibres can be knitted, crocheted, spun, woven, 

felted, or used in a variety of other ways. 

Some people may sell work and many of us create 

things for the family or to give away. 

The group meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 

the Mapua Community Hall from 10am to 1pm.  Any 

one is welcome to join us. 
Open Day at Mapua Hills Community Church 

This year we are having an Open Day, focusing on 

education and helping people learn more about the 

Creative fibre group here and Nationwide. 
Keep Wednesday 20th August free and come and 

see what our members do and have produced.  10am 

to 3.30pm. Morning and afternoon tea will be pro-

vided. 
There will be some mini-workshops during the 

morning.You can 'have a go' at different activities. We 

think you will be inspired to try something new! 

 There will be  displays of members creations, 

you'll be amazed at what clever things people can do. 

Sue Giller, the National Creative Fibre Education 

Officer, will be there to explain what courses and ac-

tivities are available to learners new to the craft, as 

well as experienced fibre workers. 

Sue is a clever, humerous and inspirational 

speaker and will tell us one of her woolly tales after 

lunch. 

We invite everyone to come and see what we do.  

You are welcome to bring your lunch and spend the 

day enjoying the displays and each otherôs company. 

There will be a $2 charge for non-Creative Fibre 

members, and there will be a raffle. 
Contacts  Shirley Wallace  s-

wallace@vodafone.net.nz or Madeline Rogers  made-

line.rogers@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

 

 

Being Creative with Fibres  
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K ia ora koutou,  Wow, is time moving super fast 

or are we just all having so much fun learning 

that it just seems that way? When I reflect on all the 

enriched  learning that has been provided by our ex-

cursions out into our local community over the last 

couple of months, I can't help but think of the proverb 

about how it takes a village to raise a child. So a huge 

thank you goes out to the Upper Moutere Fire Bri-

gade who by sharing their knowledge  of all things 

related to fire helped stimulate some very impressive 

fire-fighting scenarios at Harakeke! 

It was a delight to see children revisit their learn-

ing, and through co-operation and teamwork demon-

strate terrific problem-solving skills. A Sunday visit 

from Lee Corlett gave parents the opportunity to try 

out with their children some of the fun physical chal-

lenges which all assist children's learning across a 

broad spectrum of areas. Our children have been 

looking forward to Lees' fortnightly sessions and we 

see the benefits reflected in children's play as they 

show more confidence in exploring our environment. 

Thanks Lee, you are a true taonga within the Top of 

the South! 

Another much appreciated visitor was local 

builder Daniel Whitten who just happened to be 

working on Gundula's garage installing a window. 

Luckily for three young building enthusiasts who had 

been drawing up house plans, Daniel just happened to 

need some young apprentices to help make some 

flashing for his window project. What a fantastic ex-

perience for these boys. 

So the year seems to speed on and now the season 

for planting trees and garlic is almost over. With our 

Matariki festivities  behind us  it is perhaps fitting 

that this celebration of the Maori new year is a time 

to contemplate new beginnings, especially for some 

of our five-year-olds. As part of supporting their tran-

sition to school we went to visit Mrs Dodunski's pi-

wakawaka junior class at Mahana School just before 

the school holidays. What a wonderful experience to 

see how the threads between early childhood and jun-

ior classes intertwine to provide our tamariki with  an 

optimum learning journey. 

One of our children asked to have a wheels day 

and Mahana School provided an awesome venue for 

this wee trip during the school holidays. Thanks to 

Justin and Mrs D our children not only enjoyed riding 

their assorted wheels around the school but gave the 

playground an extensive and thorough going over as 

they explored it to the limits of their comfort zones. 

 In between these excursions there is still time to 

enjoy the elements that nature provides us with... 

what is it about children's comfort zones that  despite 

snow on every surrounding mountain peak allows 

children to want to wade through puddles and play 

around in our kayaks with huge smiles of delight 

spread wide across their faces? Oh to be a kid in the 

Moutere! 

 Ka kite ano, your Harakeke teaching team. 
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The 50-40-90 rule: Any time you have a 50-50 
chance of getting something right, thereôs a 
90% probability you will get it wrong. 
 
If the shoe fits, get another one just like it. 

Hi!  Iôm Andrew Schwass from the Mapua 
Ferry.  Firstly, I would like to thank the local 
community for their support over the past two 
years.   

You may be wondering what is happening 
in the former Mapua Trading Company prem-
ises.  I have taken over the lease and will 
commence my new ñTrail Journeysò business.   

Trail Journeys emerged on the Otago Cen-
tral Rail Trail in the year 2000, and have built 
in size and reputation by helping people plan 

cycling holidays that they remember forever.  I 

personally saw the potential of the Great 
Taste Trail, and about three years ago ap-
proached former Black Cap Shayne OôCon-
nor, who manages Trail Journeys, to come 
and have a look at what Nelson has to offer.  
Shayne and Neville Grubb, Managing Director 
of TJs have decided to come on board, as 
they also see the potential in Nelson. 

Together with the Trail Journeys operation, 
we will also be incorporating Mapuaôs first bike 
shop, offering: 

¶ New & ex rental bikes (Avanti & Scott 

brand) 

¶ Servicing & Maintenance 

¶ Clothing & Accessories 

¶ Information & Bookings 

¶ Transport 

We plan to open the shop in time for the 
September school holidays, and will have an 
official launch on Sunday 28th September.  
Please come along and have a look at our 
new operation and enjoy a sausage sizzle. 
Present this article on the ferry on the day for 
a free trip, put your name on it, and enter the 
draw in the shop to win a FREE bike, which 
will be drawn at 2.30pm that day. The winner 
must be present to claim the bike.   

I look forward to seeing you in our new 
shop. 

Andrew Schwass 
Ph 540-3095     027 4732 888  
0800 Cycle Trails (0800 292 538) 
andrew@trailjourneys.co.nz  
www.trailjourneys.co.nz 

B ecause the clubôs guest speaker for the July meeting failed to turn up the mini-speaker for 

the meeting, Valerie Roche, filled in with a talk 

about her recent visit to China. She had made a three

-week tour with Operatunity Tours and said ñit was 

of very good standard.ò 

They flew to Shanghai and then Beijing. Their 

visit to Beijing included Tianamen Square which she 

said was ñvery Communistò in appearance.  They 

found that everything was in immaculate condition 

as the Chinese are making a big effort with tourism 

and a lot of the older members of the population are 

involved with keeping the tourist areas attractive. 

After Beijing they visited the 5000-year-old Great 

Wall of China. On the way they were able to get a 

closer look at the rural land. Many farms were plant-

ing trees as landscaping  has become a big market 

with all the tree planting going on to improve the 

tourist areas. The Wall is along the ridge of the 

mountains and was ñspectacular.ò It was very un-

even to walk on but it was an amazing feeling to be 

there and consider the enormous number of people 

who died building it. 

After this they visited the Ming tombs where the 

old emperors were buried.  This was followed by a 

visit to the Cloisonné factory where Valerie and her 

tour members were able to watch the making of the 

ceramic and also to make some purchases.  They 

also visited the Summer Palace with its park and mu-

seum.  This had all been renovated by the last em-

press. 

They then went on a Yangtse River cruise.   This 

was on a small cruise ship with wonderful food and 

service.  They did a lot of side trips including one to 

the Three Gorges Dam Project.  The people in that 

area had been displaced by the flooding of the dam 

but they had all been relocated or compensated.  

They had the choice of higher ground, a cash payout, 

or relocation to high rise apartments. 

Amongst the things they noticed were the number 

of pampered pets, people everywhere exercising, not 

many cycles now, but lots of scooters and motorised 

transport. The differences between the rich and poor 

were quite stark but the poor are looked after. Aver-

age house prices were $NZ200,000, but only for a 

shell. 

David Higgs 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Probus Club of  
Mapua and District 
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Pastel Artists NZ 
  

S ince I last reported for PANZ, we have lost long-

standing and valued member Trevor Rogers to 

cancer. It is not the same without Trevor, complete 

with wheel chair and oxygen bottle, as he refused to 

give up his weekly trip into PANZ. He never lost his 

sense of humour and we all admired his grit and te-

nacity to keep enjoying his art. He will be soundly 

missed on a Tuesday. 

The silly season for some members of our group 

is now over and itôs back to the drawing board. A 

round table session has brought forward some good 

ideas and now itôs just a case of putting them into 

action. The future of the group is looking very rosy. 

We have also been asked by the National Execu-

tive of PANZ, to host the 2016 "Purely Pastel" Na-

tional Art Awards and Convention. Due to the Suter 

being unavailable, we are looking at bringing it back 

to Mapua as we did in 2006. With the newly re-

vamped hall, we should do ourselves proud. Mapua 

has a lot to offer to visiting members and so we hope 

that you will all come on board and support us when 

the time comes. 

We have some new members in the group which 

is exciting, and with renewed vigour, we should be 

putting out some really good work for our next ñTop 

of the South" exhibition next February. 

Don't forget that you are always welcome to visit 

us at the Mapua Hall on a Tuesday morning 9am to 

noon. You can call me, Glenys, on 540-3388. 

 

When you have seen one shopping centre, you 
have seen a mall 
 
A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought 
tooth and nail. 

 
 
 
Bikes 
and 
birds, 
part of 
the 
Mapua 
scene. 
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Politics at The Playhouse...a Debate  

W ith the national elections coming up fast many 

are now turning their focus towards the up-

coming elections to be held on Saturday 20 Septem-

ber. Repeating the very well-attended political debate 

held in the build-up to the last election, The Play-

house Cafe has rounded up the candidates for a one-

off special event, providing a politic platform for the 

Tasman/West Coast party representa-

tives to express their views, policies and 

answer a few questions. 

The event entitled ñPolitics at the 

Playhouseò will take place on Thursday 

4 September from 7pm with all the ma-

jor candidates attending as well as some 

smaller parties. Damian OôConnor 

(Labour), Maureen Pugh (Nation), and 

Kevin Hague (Green) have all con-

firmed their attendance at the event, and 

an open invitation has been given to all minor parties 

to be part of the democratic process. 

The night will consist of two parts. The first will 

be a live debate between all attending candidates; the 

second part will take shape as a ñmeet the candidates 

forumò where people can approach party members 

with questions and comments.  

The debate will begin with each party member 

being given two minutes to introduce themselves and 

their political views. A series of questions will then 

be asked on a range of local topics which affect the 

Tasman area. The debate will be hosted by Steve 

Richards of the Jester House and a former West 

Coast/Tasman candidate himself. If you have any 

questions you would like to put towards the candi-

dates please email theplayhousecafenz@gmail.com 

for consideration. 

The second part of the evening will be a more inti-

mate affair with members of the public 

being able to approach candidates on a one

-on-one basis to ask questions and voice 

opinions. Separate tables will be set up for 

each participating member where they will 

have party media set up for people to take 

away. 

It will be a hot night of politics at The 

Playhouse, all are welcome with dinners 

available and the bar open from 5.30pm on 

Thursday 4 September 2014. It will be a 

first-in first-served event for seats so please be in 

early to assure that you have a spot. Call The Play-

house on 540-2985 if you would like more informa-

tion about the event. 


